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.5% St. Patrick's Day is a holiday that is celebrated around the world, but it has its j%%
swf roots in Ireland. The holiday is named after Saint Patrick, who is said to have %b\
AS
..5% brought Christianity to Ireland in the 5th century. He is also credited with driving jsm%
3@%5 the snakes out of Ireland, although there is no evidence that snakes ever existed %Q_
-5" on the island. jsm%
%%f The colour green is closely associated with St. Patrick's Day and with Ireland in %Q_
‘5% general. The reason for this is that green has been a symbol of Irish nationalism j%wg
3@%5 for centuries. During the 19th century, the colour became more closely %Q_
-5" associated with the holiday when Irish immigrants in the United States began j%%
%%f wearing green in parades and other celebrations. ‘“Q_
‘5“' In Ireland, St. Patrick's Day was traditionally a religious holiday, with many j%%
3%5. people attending mass and other religious services. However, in recent years, the %‘\
a Y
,_\g holiday has become more of a secular celebration of Irish culture, with parades, jsms
o
Swj festivals, and other events taking place throughout the country. %Q..
] v
One of the most famous St. Patrick's Day parades takes place in New York City, 38
- yp P Y N
%
Swf where over 2 million people come out to watch the parade every year. Other ‘Qb\
[ 3 v
..ag cities around the world, including Dublin, London, and Sydney, also host St. j%s
Swj Patrick's Day parades and celebrations. %Q-
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Traditional Irish foods and drinks are also closely associated with St. Patrick's

Day. Corned beef and cabbage, Irish soda bread, and Guinness stout are all
popular dishes that are often consumed on the holiday. However, many people
also use the holiday as an excuse to indulge in other green-themed foods and
drinks, such as green beer and mint-flavored desserts.

In addition to food and drink, music and dance are also important parts of St.
Patrick's Day celebrations. Traditional Irish music, which often features
instruments such as the fiddle, accordion, and bodhrén, can be heard in pubs
and other venues throughout Ireland and in Irish communities around the world.
Overall, St. Patrick's Day is a holiday that is celebrated with joy and enthusiasm
by people of all ages and backgrounds. Whether you're Irish or not, it's a great
opportunity to celebrate the rich culture and history of Ireland, and to enjoy

some delicious food, drink, and entertainment.
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